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Statement 

APFACA monitoring on paraquat  

Brussels, august 2016 

Ovocom has been informed that there could be high levels over paraquat (herbicide) (> 0,03 mg/kg) 

in Brazilian soybeans and in some derived products (ex. soybean meal). Companies are advised to be 

cautious with all soy products from Brazilian origin.  

In Brazil the herbicide paraquat is allowed, in contrary to Europe. Europe has limited the maximum 

residue level for soybeans on 0,02 ppm (see EU pesticides database), both for human consumption as 

for animal feed. Currently there is no MRL for crops (and parts of crops) only for animal feed (ex. 

soybean hulls – Verordening (EG) 396/2005 - Bijl I - categorie 12). 

Since 2003 pesticides are part of APFACA’s sector based monitoring plan in the context of animal 

feed safety. More than 280 analyses are taken annually, screening 537 parameters in total.  

In 2014 APFACA added paraquat to the list of “pesticides to screen”. At first, they started with 10 

analyses on soybean. They later planned 8 analyses in 2015 and 11 analyses in 2016, based on the 

declared tonnage (+/- 150.000 T in Belgium – used as base for the statistical calculation of the 

number of analyses). Until now, no high levels of this herbicide were found. APFACA stays alert and 

supervises all analyses results promptly.  

In the below added figure, you can find the overview of analyses that APFACA has planned for the 

sector based monitoring plan of 2016. In total there are 23 undesirable substances screened in 

hundreds of materials! 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-database/public/?event=homepage&language=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32005R0396
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Figure 1 Planning Sector based monitoring plan APFACA 2016 

APFACA’s sector based monitoring plan is based on the declared tonnage of all participants, as well 

as on the risk analyses of the used materials/products. These risk analyses are validated by the 

Scientific Committee of the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC) and are 

quarterly revised and updated. Further, a statistical substantiated system makes sure that the 

number of samples are divided amongst all participants and throughout the entire year. 

 

Figure 2 Action plan sector based monitoring plan APFACA 
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Participation in the sector based monitoring plan is mandatory for all members of APFACA, but non-

members are able to participate as well. At the start of the plan 2016 there were 253 participants, 

giving a total of 2.054 planned analyses! For more information about the sector based monitoring 

plan, you can contact us via info@bemefa.be. 

BEMEFA – APFACA, the Belgian Compound Feed Industry Association in Belgium, represents 160 

manufacturers. Which totals 94% of the national production. The sector employs 3.600 people. With a national 

production of 7 million ton and a profit of 2,5 billion euro, the compound feed industry is the most important 

supplier of production materials for agriculture. 


